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U.S. DISTRICT COURT i
OF NEW JERSEY B

R
S :
, "1 DOCKET NO.:
Pia ntiffs. :
Y. :
JOSE ALONSO, . THE ROMAN CATHOLIE:
DINCESE OF PATERSON, N.S., and :
the CONTINENTAL INSURANCE €CO., :
;Defendonts. : .
T DEPOSITION UPON -3
T ORAL EXAMINATION OF

SCIMECA, @ Notary Public dnd Cértified Shorthand

Reporter of the State of New Jersey at the offices of
THE ROMAN CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PATERSON, 777 valley

Road, Clifton, New Jersey on August 14, 1983,

camﬁenéino at 11:00'1n the morning.
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’75 MR, - So you reqlly want to

know the narish nhere Hohsinnur Alonsoc was in
particular. Go ahead, Bishop, the name of thot
parish or that church.

A It‘s the cathedral-—~ !'m not .sure exactly. St,

-Jahn the Baptist. anyway. The Cathedral Parish of St.

John the Baptist or Parish of St. John the Baptist,
Incorporated. . ' : - '

@ - That particular corboration, however, is
ﬁhally cﬁntralled DY-the diocese officae?

A The State of New Jersey requires that a porish

president, vicar oeneral is the vice president. The
pastor or administrutbr is the ;acre;dry treasurer and
there are two lay trustees, |

Q And they are all the same for all the
parishes in Naw Jersey or your diocese, the lay
trustees? |
A - No. Eoch parish has its own lay trustees,
They're elacted aucﬁ year,

Q@ Do you know who Wére the 1ay~trusfees for
St. John the Boptist Cathedral? '
A No. .
Q Who makes that elsction? How does that

alaction come about?

he incorporated nith five officers. The bishop 1s the .-
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A President.

I They’re nominoted by the parish. the pastor, and =
they dre abproved annually by either the president or . .?%‘
the vice president when the minute books are reviewad :;figff
and signed.

@ - There’'s no stncks for those corporotions, %é%é .
.are there? . i “ﬁgg e
A Probably not. I don't think--- there could be e
but I don‘t know of any. | ' .;,;Q;

@  Now, who owns the propverty? Hho owns the Lf%;%
property? For axumpie. the building of the cathedral, ii%é .

| s that owned by the corparation at St. John the _-f;iﬁ; e
Baptist Parish or'is-thut owned by the diocese? ‘b:

A To the best of my recollection, 1t's owned by ﬁgg
the parish, _ Vi
¢ And that would include the school '}:iﬁi.f"ﬂ
buildings and gll the property related to the . | E?%ii
cathedrol? _,
A There's.one building on the block that’s owned
by the diocese. There may be more thon that but the
rectory, the convent, the school and the church, to tha 4
best of my knoﬁledge._ure owned by the parish x
corporation. )
@ But you as bishop, yéﬁ are the head of
that parish? _ | ' -
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1 Q . President of that parish?
_ 2| A Right. |

3 . u' And that’s where voa;ﬁs bishop sit?
5| A Well. the chair is thers which means that—--
5 | .that’'s what o cathedral means 30 the bishop's chair 1is
& | there and the major feasts of the yeor, that's where
7 | the bishop celebrates. )
8 & . Mass and whatever?
9] A Yes. | -

10 Q And although it,{s o chair of this

11 | diocess. the property bol&nos to & different entity

12 | thon property @Qni belongs to:thifdiecese?

13 | A That*s true. | _

14 Q@  To the best of your knowledoe?

151 A AThot s true,

—t ' f _' Coaina bock to Hnnsisner Alonso. have you -
17 | ever heard prior to the incident that we have alleged
i8 | in th;s,cgso, ufinr to that. have you heard qf any
is siaﬁldr inéldents of such conduct by Monsignor Alonso?

20 A Thers:Ros-one-accusation. that nas-madesin1984:.
21 Q ‘ﬂnd nith respect to that accusotion, did -
22 | you pursue of investigation?
2 | A 1 did. | o -
24 ' e What was the result af that investigation?
m___ISAE;i}[ Well, first of gll, I spoke with Monsignor

13 n:na:;-.
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1| Alonso and hie demied 1t. 1 spoks with the priest of s
2 t;e rectory privately and they olso said they had seen. téfgiﬁéu
3 | no indications of that.beﬁnwtor %0 the explanation thutféz ui
"4 | Nonsignor Alonso gave was that 1t 1nvuivad o relative, j*ﬁ;: ?55 k
5 | that thers was a family probiei; tamily dispute and L
- 8 | thaet thiz was, no more than one gspect of that fomily
7 | dispute. S : A Y
8 @ This particular perion wos the @D o7 -
- 9 | Hansignor Alonso? By
10 ] A That’s correct. |
1 @ And did you evar pressuré him to speak to %
12 { Monsignor Alonso’s IR 7 | “
15? A I spoke with--- to the best of my recollection,
13 | I spok2 to both parents.
15 @ And did you gat ¢ ehnnca to discuss the
16 | matter with them after your investigation? | i
17| A After the investigution, no. Not that I recall. ;f
ant N ‘\® Did you toke~-— what was the—- as a s
19 | result of the investigation, you accepted Monsignor
20 | Alonso’s explanation? _ | .
21| A Not on face value, I didn’t. I was very anxious -n}7ﬁ1
22 { to find out what the other priests thought and what
23 | they observed and they convinced me that there was
24 nothinu to it.
25 Q Were-—- this was in 1984. The some you
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